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Introduction:
My favorite passage in the Chronicles of Narnia books is found in The Lion, the Witch,
and the Wardrobe when Mr. & Mrs. Beaver are explaining to the Penvesie children about
Aslan. The youngest girl, Lucy, inquires DERXW$VODQDVNLQJ«
³Is ± is he DPDQ"´
³$VODQDPDQ´VDLG0U%HDYHUVWHUQO\ ³&HUWDLQO\QRW I tell you he is the King of the wood
and the son of the great Emperor-beyond-the-Sea. 'RQ¶W\RXNQRZZKRis the King of
Beasts? Aslan is a lion ± the Lion, the JUHDW/LRQ´
³2RK´VDLG6XVDQ³,¶GWKRXJKWhe was a man. Is he ± quite safe? I shall feel rather nervous
DERXWPHHWLQJDOLRQ´
³7KDW\RXZLOOGHDULHDQGno misWDNH´VDLG0UV%HDYHU³LIWheUH¶VDQ\RQHZKRFDQDSSHDU
before Aslan without their knees knocking, the\¶UHHLWheUEUDYHUWKDQPRVWRUHOVHMXVWVLOO\´
³7hen he isQ¶Wsafe"´VDLG/XF\
³Safe"´VDLG0U%HDYHU³GRQ¶W\RXhear what Mrs. Beaver tells you? Who said anything
about safe"µ&RXUVHhe isQ¶Wsafe. But he¶Vgood. He¶VWhe .LQJ,WHOO\RX´

This comes from the pen of a man named C. S. Lewis who knew firsthand the reality that
God is not safe. He wrote about his own experience with God during his conversion to
Christianity in his autobiography entitled Surprised by Joy saying,
"You must picture me DORQHLQWKDWURRP« night after night, feeling, whenever my mind lifted
even for a second from my work, the steady, unrelenting approach of Him whom I so earnestly
desired not to meet. That which I greatly feared had at last come upon me. In the Trinity Term
of 1929 I gave in, and admitted that God was God, and knelt and prayed: perhaps, that night,
the most dejected and reluctant convert in all England" (ch. 14, p. 266).

Lewis then goes on to write,
³I did not then see what is now the most shining and obvious thing; the Divine humility which will
accept a convert even on such terms. The Prodigal Son at least walked home on his own feet.
But who can duly adore that Love which will open the high gates to a prodigal who is brought in
NLFNLQJVWUXJJOLQJUHVHQWIXODQGGDUWLQJKLVH\HVLQHYHU\GLUHFWLRQIRUDFKDQFHRIHVFDSH"«
The hardness of God is kinder than the softness of men, and HLVFRPSXOVLRQLVRXUOLEHUDWLRQ´

TKLVPRUQLQJZH¶ll be talking about ³the hardness of God´DV&6/HZLVGHVFULEHGLWDV
ZHFRQVLGHU*RG¶V unrelenting, violent grace towards sinners. ,NQRZWKHZRUG³YLROHQW´LV
not an adjective normally associated with the word ³JUDFH´DQGSHUKDSVVRPHRI\RXare
HYHQRIIHQGHGWKDW,VKRXOGGDUHWRGHVFULEH*RG¶VJUDFHLQVXch a manner. ,IWKDW¶VWKH
case, I would ask you to consider if it might not be possible that you imagine God to be far
tamer and more domesticated than what he really is. We like to imagine that God is safe
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and predictable, like a gentle summer rainEXW,GRQRWWKLQNWKDW¶VWKHSRUWUDLW6FULSWXUHV
paints for us. God and his grace towards sinners is neither calm nor predictable; it is
PRUHOLNHDUDJLQJKXUULFDQH*RG¶VJUDFHLV violent because it shatters our false idols
and uproots our sinful pride without warning. It relentlessly pursues and overcomes
sinners even when, like C. S. Lewis, they try to resist it. No, God is not safe, not in spite
of grace but precisely because of it. *RG¶VYLROHQWJUDFHWRZDUGVVLQQHUVdemonstrates
that of all the many ways we might GHVFULEH*RG³VDIH´LVQRWDQRSWLRQ available to us.
Jonah is a story about the relentless and utterly unsafe grace of God towards sinners and
nowhere is this more clearly seen than in the events described in chapter 1. Here we run
smack-dab into the reckless, UDJLQJIXU\RI*RG¶VJUDFHThose ZKRHQFRXQWHU*RG¶V
grace in these verses know firsthand it¶s violent, destructive, yet ultimately saving power
and we would each be wise to learn from their experience.
So to that end, open your Bibles with me to the book of Jonah. ,I\RXGRQ¶WKDYHD%LEOH
with you, you can use one of the pew Bibles in front of you. You can find the book of
Jonah in the pew Bibles on page 654.
Story
We¶OOEHJLQ by first walking through the narrative and then ,¶OOVXPXSIRU\RXWRPDLQLGHD
RIWKHSDVVDJHPDNHDIHZSRLQWVUHODWHGWRLWDQGWKHQZH¶OOEHGRQH6ROHW¶V begin by
looking at just the first three verses of Jonah chapter 1. ³1RZWKHZRUGRIWKH/25'
came to Jonah the son of Amittai, saying, µArise, go to Nineveh, that great city, and
call out against it, for theLUHYLOKDVFRPHXSEHIRUHPH¶ But Jonah rose to flee to
Tarshish from the presence of the LORD. He went down to Joppa and found a ship
going to Tarshish. So he paid the fare and went on board, to go with them to
7DUVKLVKDZD\IURPWKHSUHVHQFHRIWKH/25'´
By the time Jonah gets this call from God, he may have been well-known as a successful
prophet. BDFNLQ.LQJVZH¶UHWROGWKDW-RQDKZDVDSURSKHWGXULQJWKHUHLJQRI
king Jeroboam. According to that passage, Jonah prophesied that the lands of northern
Israel would be restored ± and they were! 7KDW¶VDSUHWW\VZHHWGHDOLI\RX¶UHDSURSKHW
not only is your message not doom-and-gloom, but LW¶s actually something positive that
gets fulfilled in your lifetime! So Jonah is walking tall as the big man on campus when this
new message from God comes into his Inbox.
7KLVWLPHWKHPHVVDJHLVQ¶WUDLQERZVDQGSXSS\GRJV*RGZDQWV-RQDKWRJRWR1LQHYHK
the capital of the Assyrian Empire, to preach against it. Now you need to understand what
Jonah is up against here: the Assyrians are not nice people. They make the Nazis look
like a bunch RI*LUO6FRXWV,¶OOWDONPRUHDERXWWKHLQIDPRXVFUXHOW\RIWKH$VV\ULDQVLQD
FRXSOHRIZHHNVEXWIRUQRZOHW¶VEHFOHDU that the Assyrians were not people you wanted
to have a cup of tea with. They were mercilessly cruel and bragged about how they would
maim and torture the people they captured. The nation of Israel had directly experienced
their oppression and Jonah certainly had no love for them. So God was giving Jonah an
assignment that was the equivalent of having Anne Frank march into the middle of Berlin
to tell the Nazis to repent or be destroyed.
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,Q-RQDK¶VPLQGLW¶VDORVH-lose situation. If he goes, one of two things could happen: first,
KH¶OOOLNHO\EHEUXWDOO\WRUWXUHGand killed once they¶UHdone laughing at him or second, if
they actually do repentWKHQKLVKDWHGHQHPLHVZRQ¶WJHWWKHMXGJPHQW-RQDh believes is
justly due them. So Jonah goes for option number three: go as far away from Nineveh as
possible. Ninevah is east so Jonah hops on board a ship going west as far away as he
could possibly go. The city of Tarshish was on the other side of the Mediterranean Sea on
the coast of Spain. Unless WKHVKLS¶VFDSWDLQZDV named Christopher Columbus, Jonah
couldQ¶W get much further west than where he was going. So instead of rising up and
going to Nineveh in obedience to God, Jonah rises up and flees from God.
:HOOOHW¶VVHHKRZZHOOWKDWZRUNVRXW for him by looking in your Bibles at v. 4-6. ³But the
LORD hurled a great wind upon the sea, and there was a mighty tempest on the sea,
so that the ship threatened to break up. Then the [sailors] were afraid, and each
cried out to his god. And they hurled the cargo that was in the ship into the sea to
lighten it for them. But Jonah had gone down into the inner part of the ship and had
lain down and was fast asleep. So the FDSWDLQFDPHDQGVDLGWRKLPµWhat do you
mean, you sleeper? Arise, call out to your god! Perhaps the god will give a thought
to us, that we may not perish.¶´
*RG¶VUHVSRQVHWR-RQDK¶VHVFDSHSODQLVWRKXUODKXJHVWRUPDWWKHVKLSKH¶s on, a storm
so violent and turbulent that the ship itself was at risk of being torn apart. In fact, it gets so
bad these veteran sailors begin tossing their valuable cargo into the sea in order to keep
from sinking. :KHQWKDWGRHVQ¶WKHOSWKH\FDOORXWWRtheir gods and plea for help, but the
VWRUPRQO\FRQWLQXHVWRUDJHRQ7KH\¶UHDWWKHLUZLWV ends when they remember the fellow
who booked passage aboard the ship back at port. So the captain rushes down into the
hull only to find Jonah fast asleep! At any moment their ship could be ripped to shreds
and Jonah is off in dreamland totally oblivioXVWRZKDW¶s happening.
,W¶VQRWKDUGWRLPDJLQHWKHLQFUHGXORXVWRQHRIWKHFDSWDLQZKHQKHWHOOV Jonah to wake up.
³+H\EXGG\*HWXSDQGEHJ\RXUJRGIRUPHUF\RWKHUZLVHZH¶re all going die´ So Jonah
ILQDOO\JHWVXSDQGMRLQVWKHUHVWRIWKHFUHZ/HW¶VVHHZKDWKDSSHQVQH[WVWDUWLQJLQY
³$QGWKH\VDLGWRRQHDQRWKHUµCome, let us cast lots, that we may know on whose
accoXQWWKLVHYLOKDVFRPHXSRQXV¶ So they cast lots, and the lot fell on Jonah.
7KHQWKH\VDLGWRKLPµTell us on whose account this evil has come upon us. What
is your occupation? And where do you come from? What is your country? And of
ZKDWSHRSOHDUH\RX"¶ $QGKHVDLGWRWKHPµI am a Hebrew, and I fear the LORD, the
God of heaven, who PDGHWKHVHDDQGWKHGU\ODQG¶ Then the men were exceedingly
DIUDLGDQGVDLGWRKLPµWKDWLVWKLVWKDW\RXKDYHGRQH¶ For the men knew that he
was fleeing from the presence of the LORD, because he had told them. Then they
VDLGWRKLPµWhat shall we do to you, that the sea may quiet down IRUXV"¶ For the
sea grew [increasingly stormy]. +HVDLGWRWKHPµPick me up and hurl me into the
sea; then the sea will quiet down for you, for I know it is because of me that this
grHDWWHPSHVWKDVFRPHXSRQ\RX¶´ /HW¶VVWRSWKHUH
So the sailors cast lots and discover that Jonah is the one responsible for royally angering
his God and putting all of their lives in danger. They quickly ask him some questions and
OHDUQWKDWKH¶s a Hebrew who is fleeing his god Yahweh, who Jonah describes as the God
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³ZKRPDGHWKHVHDDQGWKHGU\ODQG´The sailors reply to this in v. 10 asking, ³:KDW
LVWKDWWKDW\RXKDYHGRQH"´ ZKLFK,WDNHDVWKHVKRUWKDQGZD\RIVD\LQJ³6ROHWPH
get this right: your god is the God who made the sea and you are trying to flee from him
by sailing on a boat? Really? :KDWSRVVLEO\PDGH\RXWKLQNWKLVZDVDJRRGLGHD"´
%XWDWOHDVWDWWKLVSRLQWWKH\¶YHLGHQWLILHGWKHJXLOW\SDUW\QRZDOOWKH\QHHGWRGRLVILJXUH
out how to DSSHDVH-RQDK¶V*RG6RWKH\DVNKLP³:KDt do we need to do to get your
God to stop this storm"´ Jonah gives them a simple solution, ³Pick me up and hurl me
into the sea; then the sea will quiet down for you´ If I was the captain, I would have
said, ³6HH\DZRXOGQ¶WZDQWWREH\D´DQGWRVVHGKLPRYHUERDUGBut look what they do
instead starting in v. 13. ³1HYHUWKHOHVVWKHPHQURZHGKDUGWRget back to dry land,
but they could not, for the sea [was becoming even stormier] against them.
ThereforHWKH\FDOOHGRXWWRWKH/25'µO LORD, let us not perish for this man's life,
and lay not on us innocent blood, for you, O LORD, have done as it pleaVHG\RX¶
So they picked up Jonah and hurled him into the sea, and the sea ceased from its
raging. Then the men feared the LORD exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to
the LORD and made vows. And the LORD appointed a great fish to swallow up
Jonah. And Jonah was in the belly of the fish three days and three nights.´
These sailors find themselves in EHWZHHQDURFNDQGDKDUGSODFHGRQ¶WWKH\" They fear
iIWKH\WDNH-RQDK¶VOLIHWKH\¶ll only anger Yahweh even more, but with every second they
delay, the sea grows worse. So they make a desperate attempt to row back to land only
to find the sea rage even worse against them. At this point, the only option they have left
is the Hail Mary pass, so they make a quick prayer to Yahweh asking for his forgiveness,
grab Jonah, and hurl him into the raging sea. 1RVRRQHUGRHV-RQDK¶VERG\GLVDSSHDU
under the waves, the seas calm down and returns to normal and Jonah begins a three
day vacation inside the belly of a fish.
Now WKDW¶VTXLWHDVWRU\so far and I wish I had the time to get into some of the various
interesting details of the passage up to this point, but we need to move on and try to
understand what this first chapter in Jonah has to teach us about God¶VJUDFH. So to that
end, let me summarize the main idea I believe God would have us understand from this
H[FLWLQJSDVVDJHRI6FULSWXUHZKLFKLVMXVWWKLV«
Main idea: *RG¶V grace will go to violent measures to save sinners.
7KHUH¶s nothing gentle or safe about what takes place in this opening chapter of Jonah.
*RGµVUHVSRQVHWR-RQDK¶VVLQ is to hurl a violent storm to slam into WKHVKLSKH¶VRQ
which nearly kills him and everyone else on board. That storm was an expression of the
violent grace of God. It was grace, because it was meant to save unworthy sinners, but
also violent because it was an unexpected and unwelcomed intrusion. Jonah was fleeing
*RG¶VSUHVHQFHDQGWKHVDLORUVZHUHQ¶WORRNLQJIRULWEXWLWZDVWKUXVWXSRQWKHPDQ\ZD\.
The reality is *RG¶VJUDFHLVQRWVDIHhe will resort to violent measures if need be to grab
WKHDWWHQWLRQRIVLQQHUVDQGEULQJWKHPWRKLPVHOI6ROHW¶VFRQVLGHr how that affects the
OLYHVRIWKRVHLQRXUVWRU\)LUVWOHW¶VWDONDERXW«
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1. *RG¶VYLROHQWJUDFHWRZDUGs Jonah
,IWKHUH¶s one individual who understands *RG¶VYLROHQFHJUDFHLW¶V-RQDK7KHJX\
begins the chapter as a successful prophet and ends the chapter being hurled into a
raging ocean where he nearly drowns but is instead swallowed by a fish, in which he
manages to survive for three days in a pitch dark, cramped, incredibly smelly, and
most certainly acidic stomach. 7KLVLVQRWWKHNLQGRIGD\\RX¶UHJRLQJWRZULWHDERXW
LQ\RXUIDPLO\¶V\HDUO\&KULVWPDVOHWWHU,ILWPLJKWERUURZIURPDIDPRXVFKLOGUHQ¶V
ERRNWKLVZDV-RQDK¶V³WHUULEOHKRUULEOHQRJRRGYHU\EDGGD\´
Yet, this was a day of grace. ,WZDV*RG¶s grace that he hurled a violent storm that
QHDUO\WRUHWKHVKLSDSDUW,WZDV*RG¶VJUDFHWKDWWKHVDLORUVin desperation threw
Jonah overboard to what all expected was certain death,WZDV*RG¶VJUDFHWKDW
instead of drowning, Jonah ended up bruised and bloodied, gasping for air, inside the
most inhospitable location imaginable. And the reason all of this was *RG¶VJUDFH is
because Jonah GHVHUYHGGHDWK+HVDLG³QR´WRDGLUHFWFRPPDQGRI*RGWhen we
WHOO*RG³QR,´WKH%LEOHFDOOVWKDW³VLQ´And Scripture says ³WKHZDJHVRIVLQLVGHDWK´
Jonah had earned death; God in his grace allowed him to live, and not only to live, but
to have an opportunity to repent and obey once again. As violent and horrible as this
experience must have been for Jonah, it was all an act of grace to get his attention and
bring him back to God.
C. S. Lewis once VDLG³God whispers to us in our pleasures, speaks to us in our
FRQVFLHQFHEXWVKRXWVLQRXUSDLQV,WLV+LVPHJDSKRQHWRURXVHDGHDIZRUOG´ Pain
and suffering is not necessarily evil; oftenWLPHVLW¶s the means God employs to rouse us
from our sin-induced slumber. It is what God needed to use to get Jonah¶VDWWHQWLRQ
Remember, Jonah was a successful prophet of God. He knew the Scriptures and even
had God speak directly to him. He had every reason to know better than to try to run
from God, yet he disobeyed anyway. If God FRXOGQ¶WJHW-RQDK¶VDWWHQWLRQE\VSHDNLQJ
to him directly or through the written Word of Scripture, God would use the brutal
violence of creation to snap Jonah out of his sinful stupor.
,W¶V easy to poke fun at Jonah for his foolish decision, but Jonah dLGQ¶WGRDQ\WKLQJ
different than what you and I do every time we sin. God has clearly told us what he
expects us to do in Scripture and yet how often do we run the other way by disobeying
him? -RQDK¶VVWRU\LVin a sense the story of all of humanity, starting with Adam and
Eve. This is just one more chapter of the long on-going story of mankind running from
God. Yet every time we sin and God doHVQ¶WLPPHGLDWHO\strike us deadWKDW¶VJUDFH
And even when we face the painful consequences of our sin ± such as sickness or
disease, loss of a job or money or family or friends or reputation, strict fines or even
imprisonment ± WKRVHDUH*RG¶VJrace to us. The painful consequences of our sin are
*RG¶VPHJDSKRQHFDOOLQJXVWR repent and turn from sin while there is still time. For
those of us going through it, it is full of pain and miseryEXWLWLVQROHVV*RG¶VJUDFH
because he is using them to get our attention and bring us back to him. God did it for
Jonah and he does it still for his people today.
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BXW-RQDKLVQRWWKHRQO\UHFLSLHQWRI*RG¶VYLROent grace in this passage: the unnamed
VDLORUVJHWFDXJKWXSLQWKHUDJLQJVWRUPRI*RG¶VJUDFHDVZHOO6RIRURXUVHFRQG
SRLQWOHW¶VFRQVLGHU«
2. *RG¶VYLROHQWJUDFHWRZDUGVWKHVDLORUV
:H¶UHnot told a lot of background information about these men other than they were
sailors and ZHUHQ¶W-HZLVKEHFDXVHWKH\ZRUVKLSSHGYDULRXVIDOVHJRGV7KH\GRQ¶W
seem to have any idea that a famous Jewish prophet had just boarded their ship; as
IDUDVWKH\¶UHFRQFHUQed, as long as he pays the fare and stays out of their way, they
GRQ¶WFDUHWRJHWWRNQRZDQ\WKLQJDERXWKLP%XWWKHLULQGLIIHUHQFHWRZDUG-RQDK
quickly changes when their prayers to their gods fall on deaf ears and the storm rages
about them. Suddenly they become exceedingly interested in Jonah and the God that
Jonah serves and start bombarding him with questions.
I find it ironic that Jonah, who was running away from testifying to pagans about God,
found himself doing that very thing to these terrified sailors. Jonah tells them Yahweh
is behind the storm and that he has made the lands and the seas. ,¶PQRWVXUHKRZ
much the sailors grasp what Jonah tells themHLWKHUEHFDXVHWKH\GRQ¶W trust Jonah or
because they fear what Yahweh will do to them if they murder his prophet, WKH\GRQ¶W
WKURZ-RQDKRYHUERDUGDWILUVW,W¶VRQO\ZKHQ*RGIRUFHVWKHLUKDQGE\PDNLQJWKH
storm so terrible that they hurl Jonah into the surging waters.
That was their first act of faith. Not meekly raising a hand after a gospel presentation
RUZDONLQJGRZQDQDLVOHZKLOHDSLDQRVRIWO\SOD\V³-XVW$V,$P´LQWKHEDFNJURXQG
No, their conversion involved hurling a famous prophet to his death during a raging
storm at sea. $OORIKHDYHQ¶VIXU\KDGEHHQunleashed on their tiny ship and these
cold, wet, terrified men demonstrated faith in Yahweh by killing his prophet. 7KDW¶V a
violent grace, but a grace that resulted in their salvation, both physically and spiritually.
No sooner did Jonah disappear into the watery abyss, the seas died down and they
were saved from physical death. But more importantly, they now knew Yahweh was
without a doubt the one true God. Verse 18 says, ³Then the men feared the LORD
exceedingly, and they offered a sacrifice to the LORD and made vows.´ Jonah
had unknowingly just made the first converts of his journey. Mind you it took the forced
testimony of a disobedient prophet, a violent and terrifying storm at sea, and a initial
act of faith involving hurling a man to his death, but these men who had set sail as
pagans returned to port as transformed men. They had encountered the violent grace
of God and it shattered their false idols and destroyed any doubts about who was the
true God of the land and the seas.
6RERWK-RQDKDQGWKHVHVDLORUVDUHUHFLSLHQWVRI*RG¶VYLROHQWgrace and both are
saved through that grace. But WKHUH¶s one more character pertinent to this story that
we need WRDGGUHVVDQGWKDW¶VXVWKHUHDGHU. The book of Jonah is written for us.
God deemed fit to include this narrative in Scripture in order to teach us something
about his grace. 6RRXUWKLUGDQGILQDOSRLQWWKLVPRUQLQJFRQFHUQV«
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3. *RG¶VYLROHQWJUDFHWRZDUGVXV
Just like Jonah and the sailors, we also are recipients RI*RG¶VYLROHQWJUDFHERWK
historically and personally. Historically, the entire basis of our salvation comes from
-HVXV¶GHDWKRQDn ancient torture device called the Roman cross. The cross is the
XOWLPDWHV\PERORI*RG¶VYLROHQWJUDFHOn the cross*RG¶VJUDFHWRZDUGVVLQQHUVLV
demonstrated by the most violent and torturous means of death ever devised: death
by crucifixion. Yet God sent us His only begotten Son to suffer that for us, so that His
justice could be satisfied. Far worse than hurling a storm against Jonah for his sin,
God hurled all of his holy wrath upon Jesus who had become sin for us.
And just as Jonah suffered because of sin and was IRUDOOLQWHQWVDQGSXUSRVHV³GHDG´
in the cold belly of the fish for three days, so also Jesus suffered for sin and was dead
in the cold tomb for three days until God restores him back to life. This is the parallel
Jesus draws between himself and Jonah in the gospels. Jesus compares himself with
Jonah in Matthew 12:40 when he says, ³For just as Jonah was three days and three
nights in the belly of the great fish, so will the Son of Man be three days and three
QLJKWVLQWKHKHDUWRIWKHHDUWK´ So Jonah is not simply a cute little story we read to
preschoolers: Jonah is a type of Christ. This is a serious story that prefigures what is
to happen to the Messiah when he comes.
Jonah¶VVXIIHULQJ for his sin, a suffering which results in a violent ³death´ in the sea
and yet a miraculous resuUUHFWLRQDIWHUWKUHHGD\VSRLQWVDKHDGWR&KULVW¶VVXIIHULQJ
IRURXUVLQDQGKLVGHDWKDQGUHVXUUHFWLRQ$QGMXVWDV-RQDK¶VGHDWKDWVHDUHVXOWVLQ
the salvation of the pagan sailors, so also does the death of Christ bring salvation to
the lost today. Jonah prophesied far more deeply than he could ever realize. Jonah
VKRZVXVWKDWDULJKWHRXVSURSKHWZRXOGQHHGWRVXIIHU*RG¶VZUDWKIRUVLQDQG\Ht
would be raised again from certain death to new life. The only difference is that Jonah
VXIIHUHG*RG¶VYiolent grace for his own sin while Christ suffered for our sin as an
innocent substitute, becoming sin for us so that we might be saved.
No, God is not safe by a long shot. His grace towards us was a violent grace, a grace
that demanded that the wrath of God be hurled upon the spotless Lamb of God on the
cross in order to obtain our salvation. %XWQRWRQO\GRZHVHH*RG¶VYLROHQWJUDFH
towards us historically on the cross, but in order for us to be saved, we must each
H[SHULHQFH*RG¶VYLROHQWJUDFHWRZDUds us personally.
2XUSUREOHPLVZH¶UHDOOHLWKHUOLNH the sailors or Jonah - we¶UH either sinning against
God by our ignorance or by our willful rebellion. $QGMXVWOLNH-RQDKZH¶d sail on as
far away from God as we could if God would allow us. And for some, that is exactly
what God does. In Romans 1, to those who neither thanked him nor worshipped him,
ZH¶UHWROGGod ³JDYHWKHPRYHU´ WRWKHLUVLQ,W¶VDVLI*RGVD\Vµ´7DNH\RXUVKLSWR
7DUVKLVKDQGJR,ZLOOQRWVWRS\RX´ IWLV*RG¶VZUDth, not his grace, which provides
the blue skies and gentle wind for clear sailing through the sea of sin that we delight
in. It is the wrath of God which leaves us alone to be free to choose in accordance
with the depraved wickedness of our hearts
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:H¶re DOOLQWKHVDPHERDWDVLWZHUH5RPDQVVD\VZH¶YHDOOVLQQHGDQGIDOOVKRUW
of the glory of God. Scripture repeatedly says our hearts are darkened, that we are
spiritually deaf and blind, dead in our transgressions, that we are by nature objects of
*RG¶VZUDWKDQGWKDWQRRQHVHHNV*RGQRQRWRQHIn other wordsLI*RGGRHVQ¶W
LQWHUIHUHZH¶re all damned. Unless the violent grace of God is hurled against the ship
of your life, you will keep sailing away to your doom. :H¶ll never choose God unless
God first does violence to our hearts and minds by transforming through regeneration
WREHOLHYH%\RXUVHOYHVZHGRQ¶WZDQWanything to do with God. We run away from
God either in ignorance or in rebellion. So God must interfere in some way otherwise
no one will be saved. God must do that which we neither will nor want in order to give
us that which we most need.
I know some claim God is a gentleman; that he will only lightly knock on the doors of
our hearts but it is up to us to invite him in, to which I reply along with the rest of
Scripture³Balderdash!´ If that were true, heaven would be vacant and hell would be
bursting at the seams because Scripture says nobody would answer the door. God
does not gently rap on the door of our heart: he rips the door off the hinges and storms
inside to take what is his. The Spirit of God blows where he wills and on whom he will,
causing those whom God has chosen before the foundations of the world to be born
again, ³not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor RIWKHZLOORIPDQEXWRI*RG´
(John 1:13). It is by WKHJORULRXVYLROHQFHRI*RG¶VJUDFHWKDWKHJLYHVWRXVWKHYHU\
thing we do not want nor would ever want by causing us to be born again so our
spiritually blind eyes can finally be opened to see Christ as Lord and trust in him.
My friends, it is the violent grace of God which saved us, a grace we did not seek, but
a grace which ³even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive together
ZLWK&KULVW´(Eph 2:5). ,WLV*RG¶VYLROHQWJUDFHZKLFKLQWHUIHUHGZLWK-RQDK¶VFKRLFHWR
IOHHIURP*RGLQRUGHUWRVDYHKLPDQGLW¶V*RG¶VYLROHQWJUDFHZKLFKVDYHVUHEHOVOLNH
you and me to this day.
Conclusion
So let me close by having us take some time to praise God for his violent grace towards
each of us who call Christ our Lord. If God had not relentlessly pursued me in spite of the
fact that I wanted nothing to do with him, if he had not caused me to be born again down
in Savannah, GA so that my spiritually blind eyes could see as Lord, I would not be here
today, certainly not as your pastor and definitely QRWDVD&KULVWLDQ*RG¶VYLROHQWJUDFH
saved me because he chose for me what I would never have chosen for myself. And
ZKDW¶VWUXHIRUPHLVWUXHIRUHDFKRI\RX:Hare all Jonah, fleeing from God, and God
saved us anyway. It is a violent grace, but LW¶VDOVRan amazing grace that ZH¶OOKDYHDOO
eternity to thank God for/HW¶VSUD\
Prayer
This  sermon  was  addressed  originally  to  the  people  at  Grace  Brethren  Church  of  Waterloo,  IA  by  Pastor  
Rob  Borkowitz.    Copyright  2010.  
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