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Introduction:
TKLVSDVWZHHNLW¶s official: our youngest daughter began her first day of kindergarten
which means the Borkowitz family now has three school-aged children. Dirty diapers,
potty training, afternoon naps, and watching Barney the purple dinosaur are all things of
the past. Now there are many benefits that come with having your kids move beyond preschool and into their school-age years and one benefit LVWKDWWKH\¶UHILQDOO\DWDSODFH
where they begin to share in some of the chores around the house. /HW¶VIDFHLW\ou
really can¶WH[SHFWPXFKZKHQ\RXDVND three-year old to clean up her room, but you
should expect a fairly good job to be done once thH\¶re eight or nine.
My girls on a whole do a good job of picking up toys and cleaning their rooms when we
ask them, although they can really drag their feet at times. Yet on rare occasions one of
them will go the extra mile and surprise me. Without being asked, Savannah for example,
will take it upon herself to clean up the basement or clean up her room. When that
happens, I will usually try to reward her in some special way, like taking her out for ice
cream. Of course what inevitably follows from the other two girls is a jealous protest that
their sister gets a special treat while they do not, all the while forgetting that I had shown
them a similar kindness in the past when they had gone the extra mile in their chores.
When my girls do that, they illustrate the problem with grace, or perhaps better said: they
illustrate our problem with grace. We all love the idea of grace when it comes to us: we
OLNHWRUHFHLYHVRPHEHQHILWZHGRQ¶t deserve, like being taken out for ice cream or not
getting the speeding ticket you know you deserve or EHLQJWROG\RXGRQ¶WQHHGWRSD\IRUa
car repair or a PHGLFDOELOOWKDW\RXFRXOGQ¶WDIIRUG But the problem comes when grace is
extended WRRWKHUV:HGRQ¶WSDrticularly like it when someone gets off the hook for
something they did wrong:H¶UHDQQR\HGZKHQSHRSOH³JHWDZD\ZLWKPXUGHU´as we
say, like when judge grants leniency to a criminal. It bothers us when folks are given a
free pass while we have to pay. Grace can be a very welcomed thing when we are the
recipients but it too easily becomes a troubling thing when grace is given to someone else.
7KDW¶VSUHFLVHO\WKHVLWXDWLRQGHVFULEHGLQ-RQDKFKDSWHUJonah loves the grace of God
ZKHQKH¶s the object of that grace. It makes him ever so happy! But that grace becomes
a troubling grace when it is given to those whom Jonah deems unworthy of it. Suddenly
what was a cause for joy when he was the recipient of grace becomes a source of anger
when given to others. It was perfectly fine for God to save him in spite of his sin, but
should God dare to grant that same grace to the people of Nineveh ± ZHOOWKDW¶VJRLQJ
ZD\WRRIDULQ-RQDK¶VPLQG*RG¶VJRRGJUDFHWRZDUGKLPEHFDPHDGHHSO\WURXEOLQJ
grace when it was extended to his hated enemies.
So as we look at this final chapter in Jonah this morning, let me sum for you the main idea
of what I think God would have us learn about his grace, which is just this:
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Main idea: *RG¶VJUDFHUHYHDOVKLVJUHDWORYHDQGRXUJUHDWVLQ
As we will shortly seeWKHJUDFHRI*RGWHOOVXVDJUHDWGHDODERXW*RG¶VJUHDWORYHIRU
the lost and yet also shows us the jealously and anger that often resides in our hearts.
6ROHW¶VZDONWKURXJKWKLVODVWFKDSWHURI-RQDKDVVHHKRZWKLVSOD\VLWVHOIRXW:H¶OO
begin wiWKRXUILUVWSRLQWZKLFKLV«
-RQDK¶VWKRXJKWVRQ*RG¶VJUDFHWRRWKHUV
/HW¶VVHHKRZ-RQDKUHDFWVWR*RG¶VJUDFHWRZDUGthe Ninevites by opening your
Bibles with me to Jonah 4, which can be found on page 655 on the pew Bibles in front
of you. I will begin reading in 3:10 and go through 4:1. ³When God saw what the
[Ninevites] did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster
that he had said he would do to them, and did not do it. But it displeased Jonah
exceedingly, and he was angry.´
As we learned about last week, something astonishing happens in the city of Nineveh
DVDUHVXOWRI-RQDK¶VSUHDFKLQJ7KHHQWLUHFLW\IURPWKHSHDVDQWIDUPHUDOOWKHZD\
XSWRWKHNLQJUHSHQWVRIWKHLUVLQ(YHQWKRXJK-RQDK¶Vmessage was one of doom,
proclaiming that the city would be overthrown in forty days, nevertheless the people
respond by wearing sackcloth, fasting, and calling out to Yahweh in prayer. As a
result, God responds by relenting from destroying them.
You would think Jonah would be overjoyed by this. Here was the grace of God being
shown to over one hundred thousand people who were spared certain destruction all
as a direcWUHVXOWRI-RQDK¶VSUHDFKLQJ This is the greatest revival ever and Jonah was
the man God used to bring it about. You would think Jonah would be on cloud nine!
Instead, what does it say in v. 1? ³But it displeased Jonah exceedingly, and he
was angry´ RULI\RXZDQWWREHPRUHOLWHUDOLWWKH+HEUHZUHDGV³,WZDs evil to Jonah
with great evil and he became angry.´Jonah considered the salvation of the Ninevites
not a good thing to rejoice over but rather an ³HYLO´ This was the worst thing that
FRXOGKDYHKDSSHQHGLQ-RQDK¶VPLQG6R-RQDKJHWs DQJU\+H¶Vtotally furious at
God. How dare God go and have mercy on the Assyrians!
At least this time when -RQDKKDVDEHHIZLWK*RGKHGRHVQ¶WWU\WRIOHHKH¶s at least
learned that lesson. This time he goes directly to God in prayer. Listen to what he
says in v. 2-3. And [Jonah] SUD\HGWRWKH/25'DQGVDLGµO LORD, is not this
what I said when I was yet in my country? That is why I made haste to flee to
Tarshish; for I knew that you are a gracious God and merciful, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love, and relenting from disaster. Therefore now, O
LORD, please take my life from me, for it is betWHUIRUPHWRGLHWKDQWROLYH¶´
In other words, Jonah says, ³*RG,WROG\RXVR´ The whole reason Jonah fled was
because he had the hinting suspicious that if he were to go to Nineveh, something like
this would happen. Jonah knows how God is. He recites a commonly used formula
used to praise God throughout the Old Testament, and turns it into DFRPSODLQW³,NQHZ
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it! I knew you were a gracious and merciful God, that you are oh-so-slow to anger and
DERXQGLQJLQVWHDGIDVWORYHDQGWKDW\RX¶GSUREDEO\UHOHQWIURPEULQJLQJGLVDVWHURQWKH
wicked DQGVXUHHQRXJK,ZDVULJKW,W¶VMXVWOLNH\RXWRKDYHPHUF\RQVLQQHUVDQGRf
all the people for you to be merciful to, you do it to the Ninevites through me! 8JK,¶P
so angry with you for being gracious and merciful that I would just rather you kill me on
WKHVSRWWKDQWRJRRQOLYLQJNQRZLQJ\RXVSDUHGWKHFLW\RI1LQHYHKIURPGHVWUXFWLRQ´
This has to be one of the most astonishing prayers ever said, both for its boldness and
utter foolishness. You will be hard pressed to find a more contemptuous prayer in all of
Scripture. After a prayer like that, it¶VQRWKDUGWRLPDJLQH what the next verse is going
to EH"³$QGWKHLord God smote Jonah for his arrogance and wiped him off the face of
the HDUWK7KHHQG´ There is no way somebody should be able to speak to God like
that and get away with it. But how does God answer Jonah instead? Look at v. 4 with
me. And the LORD saiGµ'R\RXGRZHOOWREHDQJU\"¶´ or as the NIV translates it,
³'R\RXKDYHDQ\ULJKWWREHDQJU\"´
,¶PQRWVXUHZKDW¶VPRUHLQFUHGLEOHWKHIDFWWKDW-RQDKLVDQJU\RUWKDW*RGLVQRW
Amazingly, *RGGRHVQ¶WJLYH-RQah what he deserves; instead, he challenges Jonah by
asking DSURELQJTXHVWLRQ³6KRXOG\RXEHDQJU\DERXWWKLV"´,QOLJKWRIWKHFRQWH[WY
may be one of the greatest examples of grace in all of 6FULSWXUH*RGGRHVQ¶WVWULNH
Jonah down; rather he offers Jonah a chance to calm down and think things through.
It reminds me RI*RG¶VJHQWOHSURELQJZRUGVWRDQRWKHUYHU\DQJU\PDQQDPHG&DLQ
Back in Genesis 4, Cain is angry at God for not accepting his offering, when God asks
him a similar question about his anger, ³$UH\RXUHDOO\MXVWLILHGLQ\RXUDQJHUWRZDUGV
*RG",VQRWWKHUHDOSUREOHPLQ\RXURZQKHDUWDQGQRWLQ*RG¶VJUDFLRXVDFFHSWDQFH
RIRWKHUV"0D\EH\RXQHHGWRWKLQNWKLQJVWKRXJKWDOLWWOHPRUHFDUHIXOO\´ Jonah is
being asked to do some self-examination, just like Cain was asked to do long ago.
Perhaps some of you here this morning are a lot like Jonah: you¶re angry at God.
Maybe you GRQ¶Wparticularly OLNHWKHZD\*RG¶VJUDFHKDVEHHQGLVWULEXWHGThere are
people \RX¶UHDZDUH of who seem to have everything going for them while you feel like
\RX¶YHJRWWHQWKHVKRUWHQGRIWKHVWLFN<RXNQRZRISHRSOHZKRKDYHEHHQ blessed
with great health year after year while you on the other hand go on suffering with the
same debilitating illness. You see families happily playing with children at the park
while you languish waiting for a spouse or discovering that once again the pregnancy
test came back negative. You hear of couples celebrating their 50th wedding
anniversary while you once again come return to an empty house with only photos left
to remember your spouse by. You see folks buying the new cars and taking lavish
vacations while you struggle through another month of trying to just pay the utility bills.
And slowly jealousy toward them and anger towards God grows within your heart.
7KHWUXWKLV*RG¶VJUDFHFDQEHWURXEOLQJZKHQZHFRPSDUHRXUVHOYHVWRRWKHUV:H
DVNRXUVHOYHV³:K\GRWKH\JHWLWVRHDV\DQG,KDYHLWVRKDUG"´ *RGGRHVQ¶WVHHP
fair. So we get angry at God. We become mad that God should dare grant some one
more grace than me! ³:K\VKRXOGVRPHRQHOLNHWKDWKDYHDORQJPDUULDJHDQGSOHQW\
of kids and good health while God withholds those EOHVVLQJVIURPPH"´
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Have you guys ever asked those questions? Have you ever been angry at God for how
\RXIHOW\RX¶YHUHFHLYHGWKHVKRUWHQGRIWKHVWLFNRI*RG¶VJUDFH"Maybe some of you
DUHWKHUHULJKWQRZ<RX¶UHDQJU\ZLWK*RG for how your life is in comparison to others,
PD\EHHYHQVRDQJU\WKDW\RX¶YHSUD\HG³*RG,DPVRDQJU\DW\RXWKDW,MXVWZDQWWR
GLH´7KHQ*RG¶VTXHVWLRQWR-RQDKLVDOVRKLVTXHVWLRQWR\RX³+DYH\RXDQ\ULJKWWR
be angry?´ God would have you slow down, take a deep breath and think it through.
,IZHWKLQNDERXWLWZHKDYHQRULJKWWREHDQJU\DERXW*RG¶VJUDFHVLQFHQRQHRIXV
deserve it. We all deserve death and hell for our sins: anything short of that is grace.
And since we do not deserve any of it, we have no right to complain when God chooses
to give grace more liberally to people other than ourselves. Jesus himself spoke about
this in a parable about day-laborers in a vineyard in Matthew 20. When those who
worked all day complained they were getting the say pay as those who worked only the
last hour, the owner replied, ³7DNHZKDWEHORQJVWR\RXDQGJR,FKRRVHWRJLYHWRWKLV
last worker as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what belongs to
me? 2UGR\RXEHJUXGJHP\JHQHURVLW\"´
%HJUXGJLQJ*RG¶VJHQHURVLW\LVwhat Jonah did and what we do when we get angry at
God for showing grace to others. :HKDYHQRFODLPWRPDNHRQ*RG¶VJUDFHVRZH
have no right to be angry about how little or much he gives to us or others. God is God
and he is free to choose to whom he extends grace to and to what extent he extends it.
What we should be is thankfuOIRUWKHJUDFHZHKDYHUHFHLYHGUHJDUGOHVVRIKRZ*RG¶V
grace has been given to others.
6DGO\-RQDKVWLOOGRHVQ¶WJUDVSWKLVHYHQDIWHU*RGDVNVKLPWKLVTXHVWLRQ6RGod
XVHVDQREMHFWOHVVRQLQRUGHUWKHKHOSGULYHKLVSRLQWKRPH/HW¶VVHHZKDWWKDWLVE\
WXUQLQJRXUDWWHQWLRQWRWKHVHFRQGSRLQWRIWKHVHUPRQZKLFKLV«
2. -RQDK¶VWKRXJKWVRQ*RG¶VJUDFHWRKLPVHOI
Look back in your Bibles at v. 5. ³Jonah went out of the city and sat to the east of
the city and made a booth for himself there. He sat under it in the shade, till he
should see what would become of WKHFLW\´
-RQDKGRHVQ¶WDQVZHU*RG¶VTXHVWLRQDQGLQVWHDGSLWFKHVFDPSIDURXWVLGHWKHFLW\
and waits to see what will happen. Perhaps Jonah hopes that God will yet change his
PLQGDQGKXUOGRZQILUHDQGEULPVWRQHXSRQ1LQHYHK0D\EHKHWKLQNVKH¶VFRnvinced
*RGWKDWKH¶VULJKWWREH angry or that the Ninevites will turn back to their evil ways
once he leaves the city. So he waits, hoping that maybe, just maybe at the end of the
IRUW\GD\V*RGZLOOVWULNHWKHPDOOGRZQDQGKH¶OOEHZDWFKLQJLWZLWKDfront-row seat.
%XW*RGLVQ¶WWKURXJKZLWK-RQDK yet. Look in your Bible at what happens next in v. 6.
³Now the LORD God appointed a plant and made it come up over Jonah that it
might be a shade over his head, to save him from his discomfort. So Jonah was
exceedingly glad because of the plant.
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God provides Jonah a plant that provides him much-needed shade, since the average
day temperature in this area is about 110 degrees. In response to this, were told that
-RQDKOLWHUDOO\³UHMRLFHGRYHUWKHYLQHZLWKJUHDWUHMRLFLQJ´+HZDVQ¶WMXVWKDSS\DERXW
the vine; he was deliriously happy (Smith 278). :H¶UHQHYHUWROGWKDW-RQDKLVKDSS\
about being rescued at sea and we certainly know he ZDVQ¶WKDSS\DERXWthe revival
LQ1LQHYHKEXWKH¶s just giddy abRXWWKLVSODQW,W¶VDOPRVWFRPLFDOLILWZDVQ¶WVRVDG
Yet how many times do we get more excited by our favorite sports team winning a
game than by news of people coming to Christ? How often do we take more pleasure
in a new trinket we purchase at the store than over the knowledge that God has saved
us IURPRXUVLQV"2QFHDJDLQZH¶re not so different from Jonah in many ways.
6RZK\LV-RQDKGDQFLQJKLVOLWWOHKDSS\MLJRYHUWKLVSODQW")LUVW,LPDJLQHKH¶VKDSS\
for any relief from the scorching sun but secondly, he may just look at this plant as an
LQGLFDWLRQRI*RG¶VIDYRUWRZDUGVKLP,QRWKHUZRUGV-RQDKPD\EHLQWHUSUHWLQJWKLV
as God changing his mind about Nineveh. Obviously to Jonah, since God blessed
him with this plant, then certainly that must mean God agrees with Jonah and plans to
wipe Nineveh off the map.
Again we need to ask, are we all that different from Jonah? How often do we interpret
the JRRGWKLQJVWKDWKDSSHQWRXVDV*RG¶VIDYRU" Since God did good thing X for us,
then that must mean he is in favor of us doing action Y. Have you ever thought that
way? As a pastor, I can assure you that people do this all the time. I would bet you
GROODUVWRGRQXWVWKDW¶Vpart of why Jonah is so happy here. The only reasonable
explanation LQ-RQDK¶VPLQGfor God to provide this shade for him is so he can have a
comfortable place to watch God destroy the city.
Unfortunately for Jonah, God has a very different purpose in providing this plant. Look
back at verses 7-8. But when dawn came up the next day, God appointed a worm
that attacked the plant, so that it withered. When the sun rose, God appointed a
scorching east wind, and the sun beat down on the head of Jonah so that he was
faint. And he asked that he might die sayingµ,W¶s better for me to die than tROLYH¶´
The Lord gives and the Lord takes away. The plant that provided shade for Jonah one
day was suddenly gone the next. Jonah wakes up to discover that the source of his
joy the day before had been destroyed by a worm. Then to make matters worse, God
sends a scorching wind that whips the desert sand into his eyes and allows the sun to
mercilessly beat down on his head. Jonah is utterly miserable. Everything he feared
when God first called him to this assignment has come true and worse: in the process
he nearly drowned at sea, spent three horrifying days in the dark, cold, acidic belly of
a fish, and now was being burnt alive under the oppressive heat of the sun. Then one
small source of joy he had has been taken from him and so Jonah has had enough.
So in angry despair Jonah cries out, ³,WLVEHWWHUIRUPHWRGLHWKDQWROLYH´
How often are we like Jonah in this regard? We take great joy in some good thing
God gives us by his grace but then we become sullen and angry when that grace is
taken away. What is first received as grace quickly becomes something we regard as
our right. ³+H\*RG,GHVHUYHGWKDWSODQWDIWHUDOO,¶YHEHHQWKURXJK I did what you
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DVNHGPHWRGRGRQ¶W,DW least deserve some relief since I came all the way out here
DQGSUHDFKHGWRWKHLUZRUWKOHVVSDJDQV"<HWQRVRRQHUWKDQ,¶PDEOHWRHQMR\WKH
VKDGHLWJHWVHDWHQE\DZRUP7KDQNVDORW*RG´'R\RXHYHUWKLQNWKDWZD\"'R
you think that somehow God oZHV\RXVRPHJUDFHIRUKRZ\RX¶YHVHUYHGKLP" Since
you did X, Y, and Z for God, now God owes you a long and healthy life with plenty of
FUHDWXUHFRPIRUWVDQGLI\RXGRQ¶WJHWWKDWWKHQ\RX¶UHJRLQJWRFURVV\RXUDUPDQGWHOO
*RG³,W¶VEHWWHUIRUPHWRGLHWKDQJRRQOLYLQJ´
,NQRZ,¶YHIHOWWKDWZD\EHIRUHBefore I came here, I had spent more time looking for
a job than having one. I spent many years going to Bible college and seminary and I
expected that after doing all that studying, God owed me a job, right? I had done what
he asked so once I graduated, I should be hired fairly quickly as a pastor. Instead, my
first job search dragged on for two years, and then I spent the next two years serving in
a very difficult situation at a church in Missouri, only to find myself doing the job search
once again, this time for a year and a half. So during the first five and a half years after
I graduated, I spent three and a half of those years looking for a job.
So I understand Jonah a bit. There were times I would just rather die than have to fill
out another church questionnaire or get the e-PDLOVD\LQJ³:KLOHZHDSSUHFLDWH\RXU
gifts and talents, we believe God is leading us to pursue someone else.´ *RGZDVQ¶t
keeping his end of the bargain as far as I was concerned. I had done my part: God
owed me. Perhaps some of you find yourself thinking the same way. God owes you a
FHUWDLQGHJUHHRIJUDFHLQOLJKWRIZKDW\RX¶YHGRQHIRUKLP$QGZKHQKHIDLOVWRJLYH
you what you expect, you become angry and feel like you just want to die.
Just like as he did earlier in the chapter, God once again invites Jonah to consider
ZKHWKHUKH¶VULJKWWRIHHOWKLVZD\/RRNDWY³%XW*RGVDLGWR-RQDKµDo you do
ZHOOWREHDQJU\IRUWKHSODQW"¶$QGKHVDLGµYes, I do well to be angry, angry
HQRXJKWRGLH¶´ /DVWWLPH-RQDKGLGQ¶WDQVZHU*RGEXWWKLVWLPH-RQDKLVTXLFNWR
UHSO\³<HDK*RG,¶PDEVROXWHO\ULJKWWREHDQJU\)LQDODQVZHU´Jonah LVQ¶WLQWKH
mood for reflection. His mind is made up DQGWKDW¶VWKDW
Once again, Jonah is at a crisis point. God could very well give Jonah what he wants
and strike him down on the spot. It would certainly be what Jonah deserves. But as
God has consistently done throughout this book, he gives Jonah the grace he needs
rather than what he wants. Since Jonah is too thick-skulled and stubborn to figure out
what God is trying to teach him of his own, God lays it out for him in the last two verses
RIWKHERRN/HW¶VORRNDWWKRVHWRJHWKHUDVZHFRQVLGHURXU third and final point of the
PHVVDJHWKLVPRUQLQJZKLFKLV«
*RG¶VWKRXJKWVRQ+LVJUDFHWRHYHU\RQH
Follow along as I read verse 10-11. ³$QGWKH/25'VDLGµYou pity the plant, for
which you did not labor, nor did you make it grow, which came into being in a
night and perished in a night. And should not I pity Nineveh, that great city, in
which there are more than 120,000 persons who do not know their right hand
from thHLUOHIWDQGDOVRPXFKFDWWOH"¶´
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The Lord KHOSV-RQDK¶VWKLQNLQJDORQJE\DUJXLQJIURPWKHOHVVHUWRWKHJUHDWHUHe
asks Jonah to think about his response to the plant. Jonah was seven levels of happy
about that plant. In fact, God says Jonah cared about the plant. The ESV translates
the Hebrew here as ³SLW\´ while others versions translate it as ³KDYHFRPSDVVLRQ´or
³EHFRQFHUQHG´ Having found himself sitting out in the hot sun without any shade,
WKLVSODQWZDVDELJGHDOWR-RQDK+HGLGQ¶WZDQWDQ\WKLQJWRKDSSHQWRLW. He had
plans to look after it, to tend it and make sure it lived a long and healthy life. Yet God
reminds Jonah that all of his joy and concern was directed towards something he
neither planted nor made grow and which came and went ZLWKLQDGD\¶VWLPH. The
plant really was a pretty fleeting thing. -RQDK¶VLQYHVWPHQWLQWKDWSODQWZDVH[WUHPHO\
minimal, yet Jonah cared about it.
6RWKHQLI-RQDKFDUHGVRPXFKDERXWDVLPSOHSODQWVKRXOGQ¶W*RGKDYHDQHYHQ
greater concern for the people of Nineveh? -RQDK¶s upset about a single plant which
he did nothing to get and lasted only one day; how much greater is 120,000 people
created in the image of God who have lived many years! God made those people in
Nineveh. He NQLWWHGWKHLUERGLHVLQWKHLUPRWKHU¶VZRPEV. He created the cattle and
other animals in the city. ShouldQ¶W God be far, far more concerned about people he
lovingly created than Jonah was about a plant that suddenly appeared?
God was trying to teach Jonah and those of us like him a lesson about his grace. God
is gracious and compassion to all people, both to the violently wicked like the Assyrians
DQGWRWKHUHEHOOLRXVO\IRROLVKOLNH-RQDK*RG¶VJUDFHLVJLYHQWR-HZVDQG*Hntiles, to
the rich and the poor, to the powerful and the powerless, to the prodigal son who sins by
his immoral living and to his older brother who sins in his moralistic self-righteousness.
All are in need of grace and give gives grace generously to all.
The questions we face at the end of the book of Jonah are: ³$UH\RXZLOOLQJWROHW*RG
EHWKHJUDFLRXV*RGWKDWKHLVWRDOOSHRSOHHYHQWKRVHZKR\RXGRQ¶t believe deserve
it? Are you willing to still worship him even if his grace toward others should seem to
exceed far beyond what he has given to you? Can you allow God to be God or are you
going to angrily cross your arms and stamp your feet when his grace exceeds whatever
DUWLILFLDOERXQGDULHV\RX¶YHHUHFWHG"´ 7KDW¶VZKDW*RGZRXOGKDYHXVSHUVRQally think
about as we wrap up our study of Jonah.
:HGRQ¶WZDQWWRZDONDZD\IURPRXUWLPHLQWKHERRNRI-RQDKODXJKLQJDWKRZKHVR
often foolishly and childishly UHVSRQGHGWR*RGDVLIKH¶s simply some exaggerated
caricature created for us to poke fun of. Jonah is a picture of the sinful heart that exists
LQHDFKRIXVRQHWKDWUXQVIURPREH\LQJ*RG¶V:RUGDQGLVHDVLO\DQJU\MHDORXVDQG
troubled by his grace towards others. :H¶re no better than Jonah if we walk away from
the questions God is asking us without reflecting carefully on our own hearts. In fact,
ZHPLJKWHYHQEHZRUVHDQGKHUH¶VZK\
While the book of Jonah ends abruptly without the author ever telling us how Jonah
UHVSRQGVWR*RG¶s questions, we know what his response is simply by the fact that we
have this book. There are only two options left for Jonah: either he refuses to accept
WKHXQUHOHQWLQJQDWXUHRI*RG¶VJUDFHWRZDUGVVLQQHUVDQGGLHVLQKLVVWXEERUQQHVV
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under the blazing sun, or he humbles himself, returns homes, and writes this book for
the sake of those who follow after him. The only person who can tell us this story is
Jonah himself, so by reading it, it means Jonah did change in the end. He did learn to
DFFHSWWKHQDWXUHRI*RG¶VJUDFH7KRXJKLWWRRNVRPHVHULRXVwork for God to get it
WKURXJK-RQDK¶VWKLFNVNXOOhe finally is liberated from his self-centered angry and is
willing to allow God to be the gracious and merciful God he is.
Conclusion
So as we close, I want to encourage you to be like Jonah ± noWLQWHUPVRIKLVVLQ ,¶P
sure many of us are like that already!) ± but in terms of his response. /HW¶V*RG¶V:RUG
penetrate your hearts and cause you to examine where you have been like Jonah. Are
you running from God or willingly obeying him, no matter how difficult the task? Are you
angry at God for his grace towards other or can you accept that God gives generously to
all, in whatever manner he deems fit? Can you let God be God and accept his grace
JLYHQWRDOOSHRSOHHYHQWRWKRVHZKRP\RXGRQ¶Wthink deserve it? Jonah learned the
lesson God wanted to teach him and then told went and told others about his encounter
ZLWKWKHUHOHQWOHVVJUDFHRI*RG$UH\RXZLOOLQJWRGRWKHVDPH"/HW¶VSUD\
Prayer
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